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Get in the Habit 
The value of medicine         5.5 

 

In the past ten years, more than 300 new medicines have been approved by the FDA.  
Many of these drugs are helping to improve the health of patients with chronic 
conditions like COPD, diabetes, heart disease and cancer. 

In spite of these advances, many people with these conditions end up in the hospital.   

Why?  

Because they didn’t take their medicine as prescribed.  Proper use of medicine can 
significantly improve health.   

Here are two examples of how some new medicines are helping to improve health: 

• Increased use of blood-thinning drugs could prevent 
40,000 strokes a year and save $600 million 
annually.1 

• Since researchers developed a new wave of 
medicines to treat HIV/AIDS in the mid-1990s, the 
U.S. death rate from AIDS has dropped about 70%.2  
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